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<ABSTRACT>

ROK Force’s Civil Operation in the Vietnam War and
Lessons Gained from Dispatch Troops Overseas

Choi, Yong-Ho

Before the Vietnam war, a procedure ROK force generally carried out was
to just destroy the enemy with military power, and then bring a peace to a
zone of military occupation through civil operation and activity. With this
process, civil operation is considered as a final stage which brings victory.

However, after US force strategy ~committing supreme military force to
suppress enemy resistance at the South Vietnam within a short time in
order to establish liberal democratic nation” was tragically collapsed, an
importance of the civil operation and a psychological warfare was newly
recognized under the guerilla warfare condition.

As a result, they became critical war strategy, which never happened
before in the history of a war, under the guerilla warfare condition. In the
past, a civil operation and a psychological warfare were just considered as
a military operation supplement, but they became critical strategy which
decided the issue of a battle. Vietham war had no battle line under the
guerilla warfare condition. The enemy can be good people, and good people
can be the enemy. Because of that reason, civil operation and psychological
warfare should be done primarily with military operation.

Therefore, South Vietnam force and combined force had to cut off the
enemy access to the regional society, and carried out a community service

activity and a psychological warfare for the separation between enemy and
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good people which increased regional society welfare. The purpose of this
procedure was to establish full scale inhabitants cooperation toward its
government.

However, US force and the others, included in the combined forces
operation, did armed force-centered operation as a regular warfare
extension. As a result, they couldn't overcome natural condition in Vietnam
and Vietcong resistance, when they repeated material based war. It
produced hostile South Vietnamese. Also, as a military force is used
politically, it occurred North Vietnam and Vietcong resistance to raise
tolerance. Also, US could not gather the national power caused by the war
opponents. Because US intended to decide victory with armed forces, they
could not recognize the importance of a civil operation and a psychological
warfare.

South Vietnam government role didn't acquire trust of the people through
overall process, and couldn’t be replaced by any military forces. There were
many reasons why the South Vietnam government didn't receive a trust
from the people. First, there was a limitation ever since the government
started. Second, there was the unstable political situation by the continued
military coup. Also, the government's and the military high ranking officers
were spoiled. They overly depended on foreign force for the homeland
security as well.

South Vietnam government with these handicaps, even though US and
ROK forces in Vietnam acquired brilliant war result, could not change war
situation. At last, it started to collapse in 2 years after US and ROK forces’
withdrawal.

With this process, ROK force, size about 1/10 of US one, could gather
national interest and maximized operational result while minimized the
damage through a civil operation and a psychological warfare with
understanding of Vietham's customs and cultures. These facts should be

highly evaluated. These valuable lessons that we learned through troop
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dispatch toward Vietnam should be investigated and researched deeply, so
it can be used for our future. For example, like these days particularly,
because we are discussing additional force dispatch to Iraq.

In order to do that, the region's particular situation analysis to dispatch
troop is needed. it is necessary to acquire understanding by suggesting
rational cause of dispatch toward inside and outside of the country. Also it
is important to be recognized as we dispatched for the aid of the
inhabitants by showing them a differentiated strategy than the one who
takes a villain's part.

The effort is needed to understand and respect inhabitants religion,
culture and customs. So it can build the friendship with them. The criteria
to evaluate a result also should consider more on stability that our forces
brought than tangible war result.

In order to accomplish all that, it is necessary to teach, using past
dispatch troop case and lesson, massively on the importance of a civil
operation and a psychological warfare in a guerilla warfare situation to the

dispatch troop unit.
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